
26 September 2007

Hon. Shawn M. Graham
Centennial Building
P.O. Box 6000
Fredericton, N.B.
E3B 5H1

Dear Premier Graham,

By now you will have heard or read many cogent arguments against the implementation 
of that portion of the PSE report that calls for the dissolution of UNBSJ and the amalgamation of 
its residue with NBCC into some sort of polytechnic school.

We, the undersigned, as members of the Department of Psychology at UNBSJ, would like 
to add our own perspective to the public outcry. In particular, we want to bring to your attention 
many of the things that we do for our students and for this community. By raising your 
awareness of these contributions, we hope to make you understand what Saint John, and New 
Brunswick overall, will be losing if the provincial government implements all of the report’s 
recommendations.

The Psychology Department at UNBSJ is comprised of a diverse group of academics 
who are also very active researchers and practitioners with wide-ranging interests and skills. The 
information and expertise that we gather in our laboratories and practices is passed on to our 
students; but, beyond that, we are sources of information and assistance to individuals, groups, 
organizations, and institutions throughout the city, the province and the country. To offer just a 
few examples, members of our department:

-  collaborate with members of the Atlantic Health Sciences Corporation (AHSC) on research 
concerning mental health issues such as the effectiveness of a treatment programme for clients 
with a serious form of personality disorder.

-  organize multidisciplinary conferences with mental health professionals working with the 



AHSC, such as the one that focused on training in various models of psychotherapy.

-  serve on the Ethics Committees and Research Review Committees of AHSC and Ridgewood 
Addiction Services.

-  provide expert testimony in criminal court.

-  serve on the committee for MindCare New Brunswick, a community-based organization that is 
dedicated to the provision of financial support to mental health-oriented programmes for 
clients, research initiatives, and continuing education for professionals via sponsorship of 
conferences and workshops.

-  offer consulting and educational services to police officers, mental health workers, probation/
parole officers, victim services staff, etc., through the Centre for Criminal Justice Studies based 
at UNBSJ.

-  provide clinical services to New Brunswickers in the form of psychological assessments, 
consultations, and treatment planning for individuals involved in the legal system.

-  maintain one of the most extensive libraries of books and articles on psychoactive drugs of all
types (recreational drugs, drugs of abuse, and drugs used in psychiatric practice) to be found in
the province.

-  conduct research on pain management in chronic pain patients.

-  perform evaluations of addiction treatment services in New Brunswick.

-  conduct research into criminal interrogation techniques using the polygraph for both Canadian 
and U.S. agencies.

-  offer practicum courses for university students to work in the school system with pupils who 
have behavioural difficulties.

-  conduct research on social psychological issues such as interpersonal relationships, loneliness, 
and well-being.

-  provide research support for the New Brunswick Youth Training Centre in Miramichi.

-  develop new uses for electroencephalography (EEG) in the investigation of attention-deficit 
hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), graph learning, and sensory perception. 

-  supervise high school students as part of the Cooperative Education Programme in School 
Districts 6 and 8.



-  provide statistical services and advice to medical and other researchers at hospitals and other
Institutions.

-  offer expert counsel on a variety of topics of importance to the community, such as attention-
deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), to interested individuals and support groups.

-  cooperate with and provide information to local media on a wide range of topics.

-  collaborate with and provide assistance to the Canadian Mental Health Association and Mental 
Health Clinic. 

All of us are psychologists who joined this campus to be part of a full-fledged teaching 
and research university in which we could pursue all of our professional interests. If and when 
this campus of UNB becomes something less than that, many of us will be forced to leave, 
because our professional aspirations cannot be met in the sort of vocational school that the PSE 
report envisions. For one thing, funding from government and private sources that is almost 
exclusively available to university researchers will be inaccessible to us. Without this financial 
support, research will cease and careers will be in jeopardy, prompting an exodus of faculty to 
other institutions in Canada and elsewhere.  

Many of the faculty in other departments, who contribute to the common good of this 
community in different but equally important and interesting ways, feel the same way. The 
people of Saint John will lose much of what they have come to consider valuable to the quality 
of their lives over the past forty-four years.

We ask that you consider carefully the full ramifications of the drastic measures outlined 
in the PSE report. The ultimate cost may not be worth the investment in it.
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