
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

UNBSJ Faculty call on Premier to end PSE uncertainty

SAINT JOHN, NEW BRUNSWICK (Jan. 30/08) — Members of the Save UNBSJ Committee at 
the University of New Brunswick–Saint John call upon Premier Shawn Graham to take the 
opportunity of the State of the Province Address tomorrow to make a clear statement about his 
government’s plans for post-secondary education in New Brunswick.

“The situation has gone on much too long,” said Dr. Debra Lindsay of the Department of History 
and Politics at UNBSJ. “Our students, our faculty and our staff have all been twisting in the wind 
since last summer. STU and Mount Allison received assurances before the PSE report even came 
out, but we are still waiting.”

Last year the government-sponsored Commission on Post-Secondary Education in New Brunswick 
released a report which suggested, among other things, that three university campuses in N.B. be 
decommissioned and merged with community colleges. The report also called for radical changes 
to the ways in which universities are organized, and suggested that universities should be 
answerable to business and industry.

“The report of the PSE Commission is a disaster from start to finish,” said Dr. Leslie Jeffrey  of the 
Department of History and Politics at UNBSJ. “We cannot imagine that the provincial government 
will give any of these ideas much consideration when they really examine them. The main issue 
right now, however, is to end the uncertainty and reassure UNBSJ that it will continue to exist, as a 
university campus, as part of UNB, and with its strong core of arts and sciences intact.”

“UNBSJ is central to the continued growth and development of Saint John,” said Dr. Elizabeth 
McGahan. “It was founded to further the aspirations and dreams of Saint Johners, and we don’t 
want to lose it, either in one sweep or by a death of one thousand cuts.”

“We look forward to the address on Thursday. We urge Premier Graham to takes this occasion to 
put to rest, once and for all, the painful uncertainties of the last several months, and to tell the 
people of Saint John that their university is safe.”
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