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PRESS RELEASE

The Federation of New Brunswick Faculty Associations is mostly pleased with the 
provincial government’s Action Plan to Transform Post-Secondary Education in New 

Brunswick

For Immediate Release

Fredericton, New Brunswick, June 27, 2008 --- The Federation of New Brunswick Faculty 
Associations (FNBFA) has reacted with some concern with the recently released Action Plan to 
Transform Post-Secondary Education in New Brunswick.

During its media event on Thursday in Fredericton, the provincial government reiterated its limited 
intentions to focus on the student population.  The FNBFA is satisfied that the government has 
decided to maintain the following recommendations:

• The freeze on tuition for New Brunswick universities and community colleges will be in 
place for the 2008-2009 school year;

• The $2,000 Benefit for First-Time University Students will be maintained for 2008-2009;
• Students will no longer have to consider parental or spousal income when applying for New 

Brunswick student loans.

However, the FNBFA is concerned that the government failed to address the issue of student debt. 
The federation is also concerned that there is nothing in the Plan to address the future development 
of core academic programming in New Brunswick’s universities.

“The FNBFA is pleased that the government has reconfirmed its support for a university presence in 
Saint John, Shippagan and Edmundston, contrary to the Recommendations from the L’Ecuyer-
Miner Commission,” said the President of the FNBFA, Gary D. Long.  “And if the FNBFA 
understood correctly, the government has committed to the co-location of the NBCC Campus in 
Edmundston on the same property as the Edmundston Campus of l’Université de Moncton, and the 
same consideration in Saint John with UNBSJ and the NBCC.”

“We were taken aback by the government’s intention to submit every provincial university to an 
annual review by a Committee of the Legislative Assembly rather than directly to the Department of 
Post-Secondary Education,” stated Gary Long.  “With all due respect and in order to maintain its 
academic freedom, universities should not have to submit to the whims of differing views from 
different political parties in the provincial legislature.  While their input might be helpful, provincial 
politicians should not dictate the curriculum of our universities.”
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The Federation of New Brunswick Faculty Associations will continue to consult with its members 
on the recommendations put forward by the provincial government.

The Federation of New Brunswick Faculty Associations represents the interests of more than 1,300 
professors and librarians from the four public universities, in seven campuses.
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For additional information, please contact the FNFBA Executive Director, Gilles Allain, at (506) 
458-8977 or by email at gallain@mobilitiy.blackberry.net.


